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Nominal Clauses

Like a noun, a nominal clause names a person, place, thing, or idea. A nominal
clause may function in a sentence as any of the following:

subject subjective
complement appositive object of preposition direct
object indirect object retained object

Nominal clauses may begin with interrogatives:

who whom what which whoever (whomever) whatever when
where how why

An interrogative beginning a nominal clause has a function within the nominal
clause.

Each of the following examples illustrates
. a nominal clause
. the function of the nominal clause within the sentence
. the function of the interrogative within the nominal clause

Nominal clause as subject in sentence

| Wpyyou did that | IS @ mystery to me.

nominll clause
subject of Js

adverh within
nominal clause

Nominal clause as subjective complement in sentence
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At Halloween, you can be w.fgomever you want.|

nominal clause as
subjective complement

direct ohject of want
inside nominal clause

Nominal clause as object of preposition in sentence

They argued about how they should pay the bill

|

preposition hominal clause as
ohject of preposition

adverb inside nominal clause

Nominal clause as direct object in sentence

No one would tell me (who came to Tom's party.

F 3
nominal clause as
direct object of telf

subject within nominal clause
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Nominal clause as indirect object in sentence

Jerry gave w{gat Joe suggested atry.

!

nominal clause
as indirect obhject of gave

direct object of suggested
within nominal clause

Nominal clause as retained object in sentence

Max has always been given w‘patever he Wants.l

I

nominal clause as
retained ohject of has been given

direct object of wants
within nominal clause

Nominal clauses may also begin with expletives:
that whether if
An expletive beginning a nominal clause has no function within the nominal clause.

Nominal clause beginning with expletive that
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The fact |t{3at you are here |is reassuring to me.

expletive

I

nominal clause
as appositive of fact

Nominal clause beginning with expletive whether

The question is wh:?ther he can do the job.

expl

etive

T

nominal clause as
subjective complement

Nominal clause beginning with expletive if

| don't know |:’J[ it Is raining. |

expletive

T

nominal clause
as direct object




